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PORT: DIGITAL C1JLTURE ON THE INTERNET
AN ARTNITWER EXHIBITION AT MIT

ARTNETW EB wil! present an exhibition titled "PORT" about the flux of digital culture in the
networked (tivito ¢ oo of the Internet at the List Visual Arts Center of the Massachusetts Institute
at Technolc gy (MT7 trom January 25 through March 29, 1997. A Web site and mailing list have
been set up in ord o the greatest number of people to participate in the planning of this exciting
event,

Over the pzst thre: vears ARTNETWEB has been involved with a number of projects intended to
exhibit online acti ty to the public. Events such as CyberSoho, The Space of Information and the
CyberFair 1or At -1 were some of the first attempts to invent a form of exhibition that
acknowled; ed the »w possibilities on the networked environment of the Internet. In our Soho
storefront/vallery + bave conducted several experiments bridging the online enyironment and the
physical environewat in an exhibition format. ARTNETWEB is using the experience of these
events 10 £ rea ti - of the MIT exhibit and to create a possible model for the future.

Due to the :lobal Jistribution of possible participants and the experimental nature of most of the
work being done @ vas decided to allow for as much pre-exhibition planning to be done as
publicly as possikic using the Internet itsclf as the main method of communication. Even though
the physical MIT .« ainition site will not open until the end of January the informational Web site
and mailing; list '+ ussion group are now available:

PORT Wel. site. htip /artnetweb.com/port/
PORT Disc ussior }ist: PORT-MIT@home l-soft.com

There is ncw a "Core Participants" group set up to do the preliminary groundwork and we are

inviting intsrestes . idividuals and groups to be "Remote Participants” with the possibility of being

B‘n‘&_‘ﬁi’iﬁ:’uf;‘.: ATH ‘t't'{ 31\“;‘!’\' BithAR HEsée Y v rianig ke dahnsrnridtad. ORI Gunauvn way
e found 01 the Wb site.

"Remote Participat:on” in the exhibition means that individuals and groups will be participating
using their own . wiputers and software over the Internet, the results of which will be viewed at
MIT on a ] irge-scieen projection system as well as over the Internet. These will be scheduled time-
based events se. © - WIOOMUD plays, VRML metaworlds, chat interviews and guided Web tours
using onlir € woeha Jogies such as CU-SeeMe, VRML 2.0, Black Sun, AlphaWorld, Palace,
Virtual Plazes and KealAudio.

Vents dliring spe e ime s/ots ORCE & WeeK oVer e EigAc-weeK Perfod o1 e exibiao " TiE Tirst
two weeks will he  onsidered "rehearsals” to work out bugs in the technology and content, after
which the intemut nublic will be invited to join in.

Projects must be tirie -based performative events using the Intemet. We will not have the ability to
cxhibit O0-RONY  iden or other non Internct based work. Remote Participante will be ealscted by

their involemen: + the Mailing List Discussion Group and by descriptions of their proposed
participaticr €+ ey concern is for creative people to come together as a “node” for the



http://artrtetweb.com/port/
mailto:PORT-MIT@home.1-soft.com

