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The MIT List Visual Arts Center is pleased to announce the opening of List 
Projects 28: Sophie Friedman-Pappas and TJ Shin. 
 

 
 
Cambridge, MA, September 18, 2023 — The MIT List Visual Arts Center is pleased to 
announce a special season of List Projects exhibitions that center artistic 
collaborations. Spanning the 2023-24 season, three two-person 
presentations—featuring fields harrington and Nancy Valladares; Sophie 
Friedman-Pappas and TJ Shin; and, finally, Brittni Ann Harvey and Harry Gould Harvey 
IV—will commemorate the 10th year of this signature series focused on introducing 
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emerging artists. Each presentation pairs artists who share a history of conversation 
and fosters their continued collaboration through a joint commission. 
 
In their respective practices, TJ Shin and Sophie Friedman-Pappas work in sculpture 
and installation as well as collage and drawing. Both artists share an affinity for 
incorporating, and animating, organic materials, such as mugwort leaves that Shin 
“transfected,” or spliced, with their own DNA, or the urine-tanned sheep hide and bird 
excrement found in Friedman-Pappas’ recent pieces. Friedman-Pappas and Shin’s List 
Center exhibition will center a collaborative commission, presented in context with a 
focused selection of individually authored artworks. 
 
Sophie Friedman-Pappas (b. 1995, New York) lives and works in Los Angeles. 
Friedman-Pappas has held a solo exhibition at Alyssa Davis Gallery, New York 
(organized by Octagon) and has participated in group and two-person exhibitions at 
Meredith Rosen; New York; Simone Subal, New York; Cuchifritos Gallery + Project 
Space, New York; and In Lieu, Los Angeles, among others. 
 
TJ Shin (b. 1993, Seoul) lives and works in Los Angeles. Shin has exhibited at the 
Queens Museum; New York; Buffalo Institute of Contemporary Arts, Buffalo, NY; Lewis 
Center for the Arts at Princeton University, New Jersey; Roots & Culture Contemporary 
Art Center, Chicago; The Bows, Mohkínstsis (Calgary, Alberta); Cuchifritos Gallery + 
Project Space, New York; and Knockdown Center, Queens, New York, among others. 
 
List Projects 28: Sophie Friedman-Pappas and TJ Shin is curated by Selby Nimrod, 
Assistant Curator. 
 
ABOUT THIS SEASON 
 
This special season of List Projects exhibitions is curated by Selby Nimrod, Assistant 
Curator. A closing workshop featuring all six artists will round out the series, offering an 
opportunity for the artists to reflect on what it means for institutions to prioritize 
conversation and collaboration in their exhibition spaces. 
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SUPPORT 
 
Exhibitions at the List Center are made possible with the support of Fotene & Tom 
Coté, Audrey & James Foster, Idee German Schoenheimer, Joyce Linde, Cynthia & 
John Reed, and Sara-Ann & Robert Sanders. This exhibition is also supported by 
generous donors to the 2023 McDermott Award Gala, hosted by the Council for the 
Arts at MIT. 
 
General operating support is provided by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
the Council for the Arts at MIT; Philip S. Khoury, Associate Provost at MIT; the MIT 
School of Architecture + Planning; the Mass Cultural Council; and many generous 
individual donors. In-kind media sponsorship provided by 90.9 WBUR. The Advisory 
Committee Members of the List Visual Arts Center are gratefully acknowledged. 

 

 
 
ABOUT THE MIT LIST VISUAL ARTS CENTER 
  
The List Visual Arts Center is a creative laboratory that provides artists with a space to 
freely experiment and push existing boundaries. As the contemporary art museum at 
MIT, the List Center collects, commissions, and presents rigorous, provocative, and 
artist-centric projects that engage MIT and the global art community. Exhibitions are 
accompanied by a broad range of educational programs for the public and the MIT 
community, special events, and scholarly publications. The galleries and all programs 
are free and open to the public. 
 
IMAGE CAPTION: 
Sophie Friedman-Pappas, Spotted Cake Topper, 2019. Toy stroller, bee, rawhide, 
electric candle, tape, 7 x 10 x 5 inches. Courtesy of the artist 
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